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Mendocino County’s name comes from the Native Americans 
who resided seasonally on the coast. The county is known as a 

scenic destination for its panoramic views of the sea, parks, wineries, 
and open space. Less well known are the diverse cultural groups who 
were responsible for building the county of Mendocino. The Chinese 
were instrumental in the county’s development in the 1800s, but little 
has been written documenting their contribution to local history. 
Various museums throughout the region tell only fragments of their 
story. Outside of the over-100-year-old Taoist Temple of Kwan Tai in 
the village of Mendocino, which is well documented, this volume will 
become the first broad history of the Chinese in Mendocino County. 
 L orraine Hee-Chorley, a fourth-generation descendant of one of 
Mendocino’s first Chinese settlers and a director on the nonprofit 
board that is the guardian to the Temple of Kwan Tai, has culled local 
archives and collections to find the best pictures for this volume. These 
photographs date from the early 1800s to the 1970s, painting a vivid 
picture of the Chinese presence in Mendocino County.
  The Images of America series celebrates the history of neighborhoods, 
towns, and cities across the country. Using archival photographs, 
each title presents the distinctive stories from the past that shape the 
character of the community today. Arcadia is proud to play a part in the 
preservation of local heritage, making history available to all.
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